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2- (U) The national work stoppage called by the Federation 

of Chambers of Commerce (Fedecamaras) and supported by 

virtually every opposition group in Venesuela was a 

resounding success, Caracas became practically a ghost 

town, with businesses of all sizes closed and traffic 

probably the lightest here since the dawn of the Autoaobile i 
Age. In the highly commercial Sabana Grande district of 

the city, even atreet vendors, ostensibly Chavez allies, 

took the day off. RconOffs reported a similar lack of 

business activity in the cities of Maracaibo, Barcelona, : 
and Puerto La Cruz, and television news confirmed the sane | 
in other regional capitals. A few small, pro-Chavez 

demonstrations were greeted with clanging pote and pans-- 

“cacerolazos,” now the popular symbol of anti-government 

discontent, Neither vielent incidents nor threats to the 

Anerican community have been reported. at the Embassy, | 
approximately 70 percent of the FSN appeared for work. : . 


3. (U0) President Chavez made two major. addresses today in 
Caracas condemning the work stoppage. At the ceremony for 

Air Porce Day, he announced--not copvincingly--that he ‘was 

not bothered a bit“ by che strike, but then went on to 

state that the day was coming when he will "tighten the . ‘“ 
screws." Later in a speech to about 10,000 bussed-in 

supporters in Caracas Plaza, he ranted about those 

"oligarchs" who convoked the strike, deeming their actione 

“blackmail” and added, "they had no right to de it.” 

Chavez insieted- that he would not negotiate the content of 

the new laws, the putative objects of Fedecamarcas's fury. 

Among other things, he threatened to speed up passage of 

the controversial Education Law and a new law to punish 
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media outlets for distorting the news. 


4. (C) Chavez maintained that today’s etrixe was merely 
another in a long series of "defeats" for the opposition. 
Tf he really believes that the city was not shut down and 
that the "cacerolazos" were merely people playing compact 
dioks, he is seriously ouc of touch with political reality. 
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